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PROGRESS OF THE BIBLE CAUSE. 
Yrom the London Missionary Register. 


MEDITERRANEAN. 
IONIAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


After the establishment, at Corfu, of a Bible 
Society for the Tonian Islands, of which we 
ave an account at p. 456 of oar last Volume, 
jr Pinkerton proceeded to Cephaiouia, where 
be succeeded in forming an Ausiliary Soviety 
or that Island. 

From Argostoli, in Cephalonia, where he 
jad landed on the 27ib of July, he writes, on 
je SOLD 

| lost no time in visiting the persons to 
whom i bad Letters of Introduction, and in ex- 
jlaining to them the object which U had 
in View in visifing their Island. At the same 
ime, | commenced the circulation of the 
Greek Pamphlet, which was read with avidily, 
ad, ‘ocether with a printed list of the Mei- 
leis of the Committee of the Corfu society 
wd cop.es of its Re uations, prepared the 
minis of the people, and paved the way for 
asimilar lastitution among them.» ., 

This forenoon, we had the pleasure of see- 
ing from seventy to eighty of the most respec- 
lable citizeus assembled in the Regency fall, 
br the purpose of establishing the Cephalonian 
\usiliary Bible Society. The Archbishop 
took the chair ; and, in an address of nearly 
three quarters of an hour, in Greek, explained 
othe Meeting the piety and utility of the ob- 
ect contemplated. 

The Regent nest spoke, in Italian ; and ve- 
v mech to the purpose: after which the Rez. 
lations were read and approved. The Arch- 
bichon was elected President ofthe In-iiiution. 
The Regent, the President of the lonian Par- 
lament. and the President of the tribunal of 
justice, were chosen Vice Presidents; witha 
Committee of eight Directors, a Treasurer, 
ndtwo Secretaries A number of the Greek 
Pamphlets were cireulated among the audi- 
nce, and upward of fifly persons came for- 
vard and subscribed to the amount of £32 
‘erling, as Members and Benefactors of the 
Society, Mr. Smithson, a pious Englishman, 
tio happened to be absent when C arrived 
ere, returned just in time to a'tend the busi- 
tess in the Town Hall, and was choien one of 
he Secretaries Capt Colthurst had reader- 
us very creai services; and, having been 
osen Treasurer, will exert himself to the ut- 
host of his abilities fo carry on the work. 

The Archbishop sets off to-morrow morn- 
t.on a forty days’ visit to his flock, in the 
iferent towns and villaves of this 1 land, 
hich is the lar-est of the lonian Isles, and 
about 60,000 inbalitauts. He has taken 
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a number of the Greek Publications and a 
Subscription Book with him ; with a view to 
make the cause of the Society known, and to 
adJ to the number of its promoters. He has 
fariher given me his promise, that he will 
make proper inquiry respecting the want of 
the Holy Scriptures, among the Clergy, in the 
Schools, and among the Villages ; so as to fa- 
cilitate the laveours of tlie Committee, and get 
their wants sapplied as soon as possible, 
There are also prospects of great usefulness to 
the Committee bere, among the neighbouring 
Isles, and evea to the most distant parts of the 
Mediterranean, by mvaus of the several hun- 
dred trading vessels which belong to this Isl- 
and. The commencement of the work here, 
blessed be God! is very encouraging. * Let us 
supplicate Lis Spirit to be poured out on this 
peuple! 
ATHENS BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The establishment of a Bible Society in the 
City of Athens will revive recollections in the 
minds of our readers, which will render this 
event of no common interest to them, 

rom that city, wader cate of August 21, 
1819, Dr. Pinkerton writes— 

Accompanied by my kind Corinthian Host, 
I travelled across the Isthuus to a s:nall piace, 
cousisting of a house and a few sheds, called 
Techries, on the Galf of Zgina; where I pro- 
cured a boat of three oars, to carry me to 
Athens 

Alittle after sanset, we drew near fo the 
Island.of Salamis, which we left on the rizks, 
and, during the night, continued our céursé 
among the numerons and small isies on the 
coast of Attica. About seven o'clock next 
morning we reached the ancient Pirtecan 
Ha: vour in safety 

I i:amediatety proceeded toward Athens, in 
order to escape the extreme heat of thé mid- 
day sun 

At the first sight of A‘hens, the birth-place 
of those Arts and Sciences, which have contri- 
buted so much to metiovate the condition of 
Europeans, and render their quarter of the 
world superior to all others, one is filled with 
sensations of Wonder and regret At the view 
of the Acropoliv, the Academic Groves, the 
Temples of Maeivaand Theseus, the Areopa- 
gus with the sarrounding mountains of tly- 
mettus, Pestelicus, Parnes, Alcaloes. and 
Citheron, the mind retires into the ages of ane 
tiguity, and the mem.ocy brings up before ita 
multitude of Wnages of the greatest meu, ead 


the grandest evens recorded in Profane 
History 

But it is not ts as Epistle of this kind. ‘hatI 
can indulee in f eluigs acd oof tens @p 
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these remembrances of Attic Grealgess. 
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have a theme of a different kind; and one 
which is still dearer to my heart, than evea 
that which | have noa touched: | have news 
to communicate, which will iil your hearts 
with joy—ATHENS ALSO 13 BECUME THE sk aT 
@F A BiDLe society! , 

This was an event, which | dared not {o an- 
ticipate before ary coming hitver; aad which 
1 did not even find mysel at liberty to propose 
to a single individual, antil the third day aiter 
rivarrival. Bat the God, whose wé are, and 
whom We serve in the «cause of the Bible, can 
make all liadrances give way, aad erect 
monuments of His mercy wheresvever he 
pleases 

The Athens Binle Society was formed yes- 
terday. ‘The Commiiice ts compos d of 
twelve of the most respectable meu ia the city 
—allGrecks ‘The Archbishop thongh abseut 
ut Constantinople, was nominated President 
of the lastitution ; which hononr, it is hoped, 
he will not refuse to accept Mr. Locotheti, the 
Mritish Consal, and Sir. Tirnaviti, were elect- 
ed Vice Presideuts; with six Direttors, two 
Secretaries, and a Treasurer 

The immediate sphere of this Society's use- 
fulness inclades Atitea and Beeotia, with the 
neighbouring Isles of Eubeea, Salamis, gina, 
and others. ‘The directors seem impressed 
with the necessity and uiility of mak ng the 
Modern Greek Testamenta school bouk; and 
of supplying the Clergy, who are greatly ia 
want of the Scriptures, both for their ehurch- 
es’and their people, with the Aucieut and 
Modern Greek Testament. 

Allow me to recommend this newly formed 
Institution to the benevolence of your Com- 
mitiee. tt promises fair; but i is a tender 
plant growing oul of adry ground Waiter it 
by your libe rality ; and let all, who feel for the 
ignorance and moral degradation of the Mod- 
erm A henians, earnesily pray, that the dews 
uf Heaven may descend and nourish it. 





MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 
MIZAPORE. 
CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
Great opening for Labour in this place. 
Mirzapore is a large town, in the Dis- 


irict of Chunar, on the south bank of the - 


Ganges. tis one of the greatest inland 
trading-towns of Hindoostan ; and con- 
sists of handsome European Houses and 
Native Habitations ,with clusters of Hin- 
doo Temples crowding the banks of the 
Ganges: seen from the river it has a 
very lively and animated appearance, 

Mv. Browley visited this place, ax the 
end of July, ou tae invitation of some of 
its inhabitants. 

gi I was going one day to the Bazar 
(hé'writes,) six Hindoos, whe caine to a 


Wedding from Mirzapore, ame to my 
house, saying, that they had heard that 
I went aud taught the people in the La- 
zar: for that purpose they came to see 
aiid hear me. They all sat dow nh; when 
l read and spoke to them from the Lin- 
dee Catechism, aud of Adam’s-creation 
and fell; contrastins them with Hindeo 
Accounts. ‘I hey liked it very well; 
aid said, that if 1 would but go to Mir- 
zapore, i sould find ‘many hundreds glad 
t# recieve such truths. One said that lie 
was a Doctor, and gave medicines gratis 
tu hundreds, daily ; aud that if] would 
go over, he would get uwalers tu hear 
me, and he made sure that they would 
hardly qui me again. 

The Native Doctor having, about a 
month afterward, written to Mir. Bowley, 
io say that he had prepared the minds 
of the deople to hear him, Mr, Bowley, 
with his Pundit and other companions, 
visited Mirzapore. Of his proceedings 
there, he writes— 

‘The Native Doctor having hired a 
louse for me, he took possession of it. 
At three in the afternoon, he and several 
others led us to a Shop, where four 
roads met. The people encircled us. 
llere we sat and read from the Hindoos- 
tanee Catechism and Gospels, and con- 
versed till six o’clock. 

One man in particular, distinguished 
himself as our chief opposer; and did al! 
that he could to raise the brute creatures 
to an equality with Man. ‘This man 
took up most of our time; while hun- 
dreds atteuding diligently to what pas- 
sed, with astonishment. He found 
several opposers among bis own people. 

One man, with his hands clasped to- 
ether, begged to know, whether I was 
Brahmin, | a Pundit, or a Sahib. 

The Pundit also was engaged, in fa- 
vour of Christianity, My Antagonist 
perceiving that he did not speak so de- 
cisively.as he should, said to the people, 
that he was “half a ‘partridge, and hali 
a quail.” 

Many would have taken books ; but I 
first tried them, whether they cuuld read; 
and on this ground they were generally 
refused. 

[arly the next morning, on going to 
ward the river, we aiet a Pundit prepa 
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ing to read and expound the Shasters. 
J put a catechism into his hand ; which 
he read, aud objecting to something, 
my Pundit entered into dispute with him 
jathe Sansecrit Languege.. On the other 
irying to bined him down to the Vedas 
and Shasters, he said they were vo crite- 
rion to judge by, when one instautly cri- 
ed out that he wasan Atheist. My Pun- 
dit replied, that sound reasoning was 
preferable to the Shasters; this fired 
them. Having thus spent about an hour, 
weleftthem My Pundit telling the oth- 
er that he must not expect salvation from 
reading and expounding the Shasters, the 
other Pundit said in Sanscrit, * Do you 
fullow the Muletch”—(one who makes 
no distinction ia company, and in meats 
and drinks, alluding to me.) ‘This isa 
term by which they call Christians. All 
who passed this way stood to hear us. 

After this we went to the river side, 
and thence to the Bazar. Meeting one 
with the Shaster in his hand, we stood in 
the street, and read and argued with him 
for about an hour. A great crowd gath- 
ered round, and seemed to like it well. 
One man reproved this Pundit for not 
asking me to sit, telling him they never 
spoke such words to the people. Feel- 
ing abashed, he requested me to sit down. 

A Hindoo, returned from bathing see- 
ing the great assemblage of people, 
and learning what it meant, put his fin- 
gers in his ea:s, and ran past us with all 
his might, saying, “ These words are not 
to be heard.” ‘The Lolia cried out, 
“ Why do you run away from the words 
of salvation r” 

At noon we all went tc the appointed 
place. Several Devotees, my Antago- 
nist of yesterday, and the Police Officer, 
together with great crowds, soon gath- 
ered round. Wespent three hours with 
them, in reading from the Catechism, 
the Gospel, and the Epistle to the Ro- 


“ans ; and in answering objections start- 


ed against Christianity. ‘Phey did not 
like to hear that neither Hindoos vor 
Mussulmans can be saved in their pres- 
ent faith. This excited some to eppose, 
and others to attend more earnesily. 
The conduct of my chief opposer of 
yesterday was truly asto: ishing to-day. 
fle had not a word to say in favour of 
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his System ; but contrariwise, seemed 
toside with me in every thing, and glad- 
ly accepted ef a ‘Tract, and a copy of an 
Ocerdoo Gospel, being a Persian Scholar. 
He earnestly enreated me, as did many 
others, for my manuscript Hindee Gos- 
pel; which of course | could not part 
with, but tteld them that they should be 
supplied when tt was printed. All who 
Were present yesterday were astonished 
at the great change of the conduct of this 
man to-day, saying, that from a tiger 
he was become a lamb. ‘ 

My coming here began to be rumour- 
ed about the City, though I did not see 
the tenth part of the place. ‘The peo- 
ple seemed willing that | should remain 
here, for a week ora fortnight. Several 
came to ovr quarters; and argued, read, 
and took beoks. ‘To-morrow, being Sat- 
urday, we must return. May the seed 
sown here, tend to the glory of God and 
the good of souls! 

On the third day Mr. Bowley return- 
ed to Chunar. He remarks on Mirza- 
pore— 

This is a most extensive field for Mis- 
sionary Labour, and eve where the seed 
of the Gospel has not yet been sown. I 
found crowds of hearers, of all descrip- 
tions, at any hour of the day when } 
chose to go among them. 


ALLAHABAD. 
BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Hindoo cruelties and superstitions, 


How much the healing power of Chris- 
tianity is needed at this place of Heathen 
resort and cruelties, will appear from 
some of the atrocities which are there 
practised under the name of Religion. 
‘These statements occur in the last Re. 
port of the Society. 

‘wo Mahratta Women «rrived from 
a distance, to devote themse! ves to the 
River Ganges. In vain did on.> of the 
Brethren attempt to enforce on then the 
absurdity and delusion of their conduct. 
Atter worshipping the River, these Fe- 
males entered a boat, with three others 
of the same caste, who most unfeelingly 
tied two earthen jars fiiled with water 
round the waist of each, and thus helped 
them to sink. Alas! how jusily are he 
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dark places of the earth described as 
full of the habitutions of cruelty ! 

Mr. Mackintosh had lately an inter- 
view with a Gooroo, or teacher, famed 
for his austerities, wio had expressed a 
desire to see and converse with him 
His looks,” Mr. Mackintosh says, 
“were grim and dreadful—his face 
blackened—a human scull, with the up- 
per jaw and teeth to it, hong before him, 
suspended by an iron chain. round bis 
neck—hisancles e=vironed with a heavy 
chain and bangles: he wore no clothes, 
and his naked body appeared much ema- 
ciated. Tasked him what was the ob- 
ject of his worship: he said four things, 
Air, Water, Earth, and Fire; and that 
he should mingle in these faur elements 
after death. *‘ Phen,’ said i, ‘it appears 
that you have no future prospects. But 
why do you go through such penances, 
when you believe that you are to have 
no existence after this tife? Surely you 
are taken in the snares of Satan, deceiv- 
ing your-own soul, and feeling no ambi- 
tion, that men may fall down at your [cet 
and worship you as a god; and because 
this flatters you, therefore you go through 
such penances.’ He told me, that he 
had been in this state for twelve years, 
and meant to continue in it till death de- 
livered him from it. When I came up to 
him, he was worshipping fire. I advised 
him to throw away these delusions.” 

The state of these poor unhappy crea- 
tures is rendered still more affecting, by 
the awful disease which has been raging 
among them, and which, it is supposed, 
has swept away not less than.a million 
of victims to an untimely grave! “ God 
is pleased,” writes Mr. Mackintosh, “ to 
send the axe hither now: numbers are 
hewn down daily by the stroke of death. 
Ihave been iiterrogated by the Hin- 
doos—‘ Could you not devise something 
for the mitigation of this mortality ©’ i 
tell them,‘ no doubt but by your cleav- 
ing to your idols, and forsaking the true 
God, you have incurred this plague.’ 
One man replied, ‘ We have bad more 
deaths since you came than before.” I 

said, * You are more culpable now, after 
hearing the truth, for refusing to embrace 
it." The Brahmins are now very busy 
in imposing on the inhabitants, by exact+ 


ing offerings tosatisfy Dhuvaneé or Kelee, 
‘They often send a man to beat a drum 
through the streets, to draw the attention 
of the people; and then, with a loud 
voice, enjoin them to present so many 
pice, cowries, or flour te the goddess, to 
have the plague removed. As for dtown- 
ing Hindoos at the junction of the two 
rivers, nO One seems to care to prevent 
these shocking instances of selfmurder. 
Arise, O Lord, let not man prevail! Let 
the Heathen be judged in thy sight. 
Put them in fear, O Lord, that the 1 na 
tons may know themselves to be but men.” 





AMBOYNA. 
LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Destruction of Idols. 
Mr Kam writes, under date of May 21, 1919. 
When I lately arrived at a large Ne- 
gery, or Village, the name of which is 


» LiJeboi, north west from Amboyna, up- 


ward of 800 persons in order to con- 
vince me of the reality of their faith in 
the only true and living God, brought 
all their idols before me, and "acknow- 
ledged their foolishness. "Tadvised them 
to pack them all up in a large box (into 
which they formerly used to be put for 
their night’s rest,) and to place a heavy 
Joad of stones upon them, and to drown 
them in the depth of the sea, in my 
presence. ‘They all agreed to follow my 
advice; a boat was made ready for tiie 
purpose; and with a great shout, they 
were carried out of the Negery, and 
launched into the bosom of the deep. 
After this business was over, we sang 
ihe first four verses of the 136th Psalm. 
—This is the fruit of the Gospel of 
Christ. 


POLYNESIA. 
LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Rev. S. Marsden’s View of the Mission. 
The Rev. Samuel Marsden, who has 


taken the warmest interest in this Mis- 


sion from the beginning, and afforded to 
it most important aid, conveys his con- 
gratulations to the Society on its success, 
in the following terms, under date of Par- 
ramatta, June 8, £819 :— 

You will learn with much pleasure 
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that Pomare is going on’ well, and has 
finished his immense buildiag for the 
Worship of the True God. Last weuth, 
the Natives were to hold a grand Pente- 
cost. 

Nothing liks this, as I hav» had oc- 
casion before to remark, has occurred 
since the day of the Apostles. ‘The 
work is all of God. The Missionaries, 
humanly speaking, had no strength tor 
sich a work; although in the discharge 
of their duty, they have endured hard- 
ships and privations which will. never be 
known in Europe. Indeed, it is proba- 
ble men of mere refined education and 
habits could not have borne them. 

Many, even sober-thinking men, for 
years viewed the Mission to the Islands 
with contempt; and considered it as the 
ofispring of intemperate zeal. The 
mouths of gainsayers must now be stop- 
ped, and infidels silenced. Facts, which 
are open ta the examination of the bit- 
terest enemies of the cause, cannot be 
contradicted ‘The Otaheiteans, king 
and people have forsaken their gods, and 
cast them into the fire, because they were 
no gods. ‘Their altars no longer stream 
with human gore—their infants are no 
longer murdered as soon as born—nor 
does the poor savage any longer remain 
without hope and without God. 

The blessings of Divine Revelation, 
even on this side of the grave, can never 
be duly appreciated. It is_impossible 
ior those who have never seen a Heathen 
near death, toimagine the terrible nature 
of his situation. He has on magnetic 
point, by which -he may steer his shat- 
tered bark through the dark and stormy 
seas that roll between the present and fu- 
ture world. A horrible darkness, a Sa- 
tanic dread, an anguish such as guilt 
ilone inspires, rack the tortured mind, 


more and more, as death approaches ; 


while the frantic friends of the poor dying 
Heathen, yell, howl, dance, shoat, and 
distort their features into a thousand hor- 
nid forms, to frighten death from his trem- 
bling pray! Now, blessed be God! Je- 
wus Says to the dying Otaheitean, Fear 
not: I have the keys of death and of 
hell, . 

Satan has lost so much of his domi- 
Yon in the Islands, that he will never 
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regain his former hold. The Otaheit- 
eins are now furnished with the sword 
of the Spirit, of the Word of God, by 
which they will be able to deiend them- 
selves from the commonenemy. ‘They 
can now read for themselves the holy 
precepts and precious promise of the 
Gospel, which will be their guide and 
consolation in life and death. 

I do rejoice with the Society. I feel 
thankful to Almighty God, for his mer- 
cies to these poor Heathen; for whom 
I can say, that I have often ¢ravailed ir 
pain. Vhe incorruptible seed is sown 
among them, which liveth and alideth 
Jor ever; and, as God has manifested 
.His power and taken a people to Him- 
self trom among the heathen, He will 
provide for them. He has blessed the 
Society’s exertions, far beyond all our 
hopes. He has been no our side. As 
workers together with God, much still 
remains for the Christian World to do. 

The weakness of the instrument em- 
ployed in forwarding this great work, 
must not discourage us. We must look 
beyond all second causes, to the Great ° 
Iirst Cause; and, while we do this, we 
must use such means as are within our 
reach, and follow closely the openings of 
Providence. 

CONVERSION OF MR. MICHAEL SUR- 
GON, A JEW AT MADRAS: 


In a letter from the Rev. Robert Fleming, 
Missionary at Madras 


My prar str—l! have the happiness to send 
you the foliowing account of the conversion 
ot Mr. Michael Surgon, from Jadaism, to Chris- 
tianity. This communication is the substance 
ofa narrative drawu up by Mr. Surgou himself, 
at the time of his baptism. With the exception 
of a few verbal alterations, 1] preserve the ori- 
ginal form,as both more naturel, and more 
likely te prove useful, 

‘{ was born,’ says he,‘ of Jewish parents, 
at Cochin, on the coast of Malabar, in the 
year 1795. I was educated in oar Hebrew 
school there, under the care of my parents, 
who also had me taught English, (an English 
school being kept in the place by a -argeant.) 
When I was about thirteen years of age, | was 
removed from school and put to a business, at 
which I continnedfor some years In the year 
18}1,l left Cochin on a visi! to my Aunt and 
Unele, who lived at Pondicherry, with whom 
1 remaived (ill the latter part of the year 1519, 
At this period, my Unele, John Benjamin, 
received a letter from Mr. Jarret, inviting 7 e 
to come to Madras to liye withhim My Un- 
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cle not being willing that I should accept of 

this offer. some tine before he shew ed it to me. 

At length he did so, when! giadly aceepted of 

the invitation, and come to this happy place, 
Dacras. 
¢ Aiter my arrival in Mad as, Mr. Jarret fre- 
wentiv couversed with me respecting the 
prophecies, of which he was so kind as togive 
me some explanation. ‘The Christians in Co- 
chin, the place of my nativity, being Roman 
Catholics, | conceived trom their mode of 
worship that all Christians were a kend of idol- 
aters. this prevevted me trom accéedir g to 
tre troth, “that the Messiah is already come, 
and that it is in vain to took iovanother.” when 
Mr. Jerret began to porut out the accomplisb- 
Mens Of the prophecies in the persea and 
character of Jesus Christ 
‘ Ailer some (ime, L requested Mr Jarret to 
teke me aloug with him to the English Church. 
hie ¢ Pwas disappoinied in seeing bo images, 
and que surprised ty find the forms of wer- 
ship as drifvrent trom those of the Fomen 
Ce é as tigit trom Garkuess lL found 
likewise that ihe Bile, Csoims, and prayers 
Were read, a 1b Tire syialpogue, aud that the 
ouly ‘cuifference was the peeching from the 
New ‘Te-:anen! as weil as the Old 
‘Wien biac sven all ihi-, and understood a 
Little ot the preaching, I requested Mr. Jarret 
to tavour we With some books. which he was 
kind enoughto do L then began to read and 
refiect on the prophecies Ina short time a 
conviction arose in my wind that the Messiah 
had wc ually appeared io the person of Jesus 
Christ o: Nezareth; and that the prayers | 
usec (o Offer up daily for his advent. according 
to thy expectations of the Jews, were in vai, 

‘in a sbort time alier my arrivel in Mads, 
Mr Jarret received the Gorpel ot Matthew in 
Hebrew, and commenced reprinting it Twes 
empioyedim correcting the press. Whilst oc- 
cupid with this, ] was ledto consider it at- 
te: Wely Ticound my mind gradually open- 
ing for the reception of Divine truth. At tast 
Mr J. put into my band the kind address of 
Christians to Jews, by which Lwas convinced 
thet God in this way had led me to :ealize the 
falfilment of my dream. For this! pratsed the 
Leva Gou Almigh, yy, * who was, \ ho is, and 
who is tocome, Considering ail these things, 
T thought it was now my duty to acquaint my 
mother and brethren with the state of ny 
mind, and my intention of becoming a Chris. 
tian. IL wrote them accorvingly  !n a short 
time [received a letter from my eldest broth- 
er, Moses Surgon, in whieh be expressed hiin- 
seif thus: 

‘ We are all very sorry for receiving such an 
account irom you. You affirm positively that 
the Messijak is come, and that Jesus Christ is 
he. but to convince me of that you must 
propose to me tour particular questions. It | 
shall not be able to explain to you the princi- 
pies ip question, then | shall understand that 
you are ecquainted with many books. Other 
wise, it you do any thing merely because yon 
are in that place, then you will be in risk of 
your soul. Or if you do it betore you sileace 
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me, then [shall know it is nothine but you, 
owh conceit besides, when you reflect oy 
the nature of your nativity A°-rod thrown in. 
fo the air discovers its root in falling* You 
will bring torch guilt on yourself, and wii! 
cause to come Hpon your mother and brethrey 
eminent disgrace on acconnt of your selfisl,- 
ness: and, finally, you will have the rame 
Raca, dshaca. Wherefore. instead of acting 
such a kind of confusion, we desire to hea; 
irom jou a better account, and at the same 
time desire you to forget “ hatever you “rote 
li your Jastletter, Write somethin 2 comtort- 
ing to ease our-serrowldl hearts, on acceunt 
oO your last. O: that be thou ignorant, and 
havc net a vain idea of thy self as one of them 
who speak much, but do little ’ 

‘Wien Lreceived this letter, F began te con- 
sider what questions | should put to bim, ior 
he is a learned man it occurred to me | 
could not do beiter than to send hin the affec- 
tiorate address to Jows, with a copy of the 
Gospel of s-attbew m Hebrew. These L sent 
With a letter, m questing them to be so good as 
to srani we peruissiun to be baptized withvet 
delay. 

‘jiaving waited a considerable time with- 
out receiving au answer, | wrote another let- 
ter; to this likewise Lreceived no answe I 
then conceived it Was in Vain to wait for their 
permission I therefore said to Mr Jarret, 
‘sir, i hope there is no delay to my baptism. 
On thi- Mr J. was so kind asto give me itur- 
ther instruction in the prneiples of the Chris- 
tian relicion, and haw to condect myself asa 
true follow er of the Lord Jesus Christ. 50 by 
the grace of God {| was baptized here at Ma- 
dras. January 21, ists, hy the Rev. Mr W.A. 
Keating, Chaplain of >t Mary’s Church, t ort 
Mt George 

‘ blessed be the word of the Lerd God, the 
God of Abiaham. Isaac, and Israel, the Father 
ot onr Lord Jesus Christ, who hath sent Re+ 
demption to his people Israel, through his 
word, to show them the way of salvation 
Amen. 

‘Ihus ends Mr Surgon’s own account ; bot 
T cannot persuade myseil to dismiss the parre- 
tive without adding afew observations 

With respect to Mr Surpon’s eonduet since 
he became a Christian, tcan bear a pleasing 
testimony Lhave enjoyed the happiness of 
living in the same family with him now up- 
wards of three months, He is pious, pruder', 
anuevery way steady In labours assiduous. 


He is likewise very well versed in languages. 





* This is an Arabic proverb. They suppose. 


that a piece of manuiactured wood, (a ruler 
ior insiance) if thrown up into the air, will, 
in falling, discover which ts itsrootend — The 
end which was nearer the root of the living 
tree, gravitating to the earth. The idea i 
tended to be conveyed by the proverb here 
that Mr. Moses Surgon considering -his broth- 
er’s mind wavering, (‘ike a ved tossed up ile 
the air,) would in. sulsid).g agein into 4 cam 
state, revert back to tLe religion of his lore! 
thers. : 
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He speaks Hebrew, a little Ars'ic, Hindus- 
tannee, Mlalayalim, Tamal. Oi the European 
languages, he speaks, reads, and writes, Eng 
lish, French, and Portuguese. tle is now em 
ployed in preparing some publications, and 
correcting the press of others, which Mr Jar- 
ye’ is printing: here forthe use of the Jews in 
the East. to his conversations with the hea 
then around him, and with the Jews who oc- 
casionally visit him, Mr. Surgon discevers 
something like a genuine Christian spirtt. He 
yeasons boldly, and speaks like one who feels 
the force of what he says ’ 
all grace keep him from talling, and wake him 
aburniag and a shining hight before a crooked 
and perverse generation. 

‘‘Line conversion of Mr Sargon, if by the 
erace of God he continues stedfast in the 
faith, seems likely to be the »pening of au et- 
f.ctual door towards the enlightening of his 
benighted brethren, the sons ot Israel in the 
Fast’ { lave bad the satisinection of seeing 
vid conversing with several Jews who have 
visited bimn., Lhese come from the west coast 
of India, trom. Arabia, and the ancient Babel, 
now Bagdad. Strange to say, no Jews reside 
in Madras! A spirtt’ of inquiry is excited a 
niong them it vould appear throughout all the 
Turkish empise .. Mr .darret is collecting all 
the information be can respecting the long- 
lost sheep of the house of Israel in these exten- 
siveregions tn Aratia they are very numer- 
ous’ From the information I have‘obtained 
from the Jews coming from that quarter, it 
would appear that the deluded followers of 
the false prophet, allow them man, privileges 
superior to what they enjoy in some Christian 
countries. May the time soon come when 
they will enter the true sheepfold, under the 
one Shepherd, Cirist the Rigiteons Amen. 

Yours truly, KR Fremina. 
STATE OF RELIGION, 

A Narrative of the St:te of Religion 
within the bounds of the GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN 
Cuvuren: and of the General Asso- 
ciation of Connecticut, New-Hamp- 


shire, Massachusetts Proper, and of 


the General Convention of Vermont, 

during the last year, delivered at 

Philadelphia, May 1820. 

The Church is the house of the living 
God: For this Church Christ died: in 
this Church God dwells. It was erec- 
ted to be a lasting monument of the rich- 
ness Of his grace and the greatness of his 
power. Its preservation is the dearest 
care of providence, its incre:se js the 
riches of the world, and its final consum- 
mation shall be the wonder and the 
praise of heaven. ‘The presence of this 
Church is the best safeguard of uations, 
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and its growth and stability the surest 
pledge of their prosperity and strength. 
It has pleased God to place an impor- 
tant section of this his Church in our fa- 
vored Jand; and whether as Christians or 
as patriots, we have a deep concern in 
whatever affects its welfare. 

Of the Chureh of God in these Uni- 
ted States, that portion under the care 
of the General Assembly constitute a 
large and inevery point of view a highly 
ymportant part. Extending already 
over almost every portion of the Union, 


and going on to increase with rapidity 


continually augmenting, it presents to 
the contemplative mind a spectacle of 
the deepest interest, and to the Chris- 
tian heart an object of the most solemn 
and solicttous regard. 

From the general view of the state 
ofour Church presented to the Assem- 
bly at its present meeting, we perceive 


that the numbers within its communion 


are increasing daily. Entire Churches, 
and that in large numbeis are yearly 
added to those already formed ; while, 
at the same time, these latter have, in 
some cases, more than double the num- - 
ber of their members within a single year. 

We are gratified to observe a grow- 
ing attachment to. Presbyterian Church 
rovernment: and we rejoice to believe 
that this has been produced by the be- 
ciga influence of that form of government 


on the preservation of erder and peace, 


and its happy adaption to the genius 


and habits of the American people. 
The evidences of mivisterial fidelity 


and zeal exhibited by the state of our 


congregations generally, aflord an en- 
rouraging ground of hope for the inter- 
ests oi truth and righteousness through- 
out our land. But what greatly strength- 
ens that hope and gives it the aspect 
of moral certainty, is the deep and gen- 
eral conviction which begins to pervade 
the Church on the subject of ministeri- 
al education Christians are at last 
awaking to that vital interest of gospel 
truth, the providing and perpetuating in 
the Church (se far as this belongs to 
human means) f a well furnished and a- 
ble ministry. Societies with this design 
are formed,or forming,in every part ofour 
connection; the hand of encouragement 
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ius and of power which would have heen 
utterly lost to the church’s service, is 
now rescued from ignorance and obscu- 
rity, and rapidly fitting for the most im- 

ortant stations in her public weal. Our 
Neiinary at Princeton has numbered 
within the past year seventy students, 
and many more are in training through- 
out the charch with an ultimate view of 
entering the Seminary. ‘That invalua- 
ble school of sacred learning exhibits 
whatever of piety and of promise its 
most ardent iriends could reasonably 
expect, and the students who have gone 
forth irom it have already proved bles- 
sings to the Church. The Education 
Society in the western Presb. teries of 
New-York, and the General Board of 
Ecucation organized under the inspec- 
tien o! the General Assembly, have 


eminently contributed to ‘the further- 


ance of this sacred cause: while the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit or more 
than one of our Coll ges. gives cheering 
evidence that it is a cause which receives 
th: notice and enjoys the smiles of Zi- 
on’s King. [n Union College, from 
twenty-five to thirty students have with- 
in the year become the hopeful subjects 
of converting grace: In the C olleg re of 
Athens, in Ohio, twelve have been ad 

ded to the namber before pious, making 
that number, wards of thirty: Hamil- 

ton College contains fifty young men 
who are suppose d by its President to be 
religiously impresse d: and we are hap- 
py to learn from our eastern brethren, 
that Partmouth College exhibits much se- 
riousness, and that in Williams College 
more than half of the entire number of its 
members are preparing te enter on the- 
ological studies. Among this extensive 
corps of the future servants of the Cross, 
Jet us not forget about thirty students in 
the Mission School at Cornwall, in Con- 


necticut, and seven in the African 
School at Percipany, in New-Jersey ; the 


former are children of various heathen 

countries, the gift of a very marked and 
affecting providence to the Christians of 
America, and are destined to return to 
the shores-and to the forests trom which 


they wandered, richly laden with good 


begins to be extended to youthful piety 
and ardour ; and many a mind of gen- 








for their native land; the latter are de. 
scendants of Africa, ‘and hope, one day, 
to bring to their mue a injured Mother, 
with the tears and confessions of Ameri- 
ca, her offering of recompense in tlie 
Gospei of the Son of God. 

But besides education directly minis- 
terial, the Assembly are rejoiced to ob- 
serve that. religious instruction in gene- 
ral continues to be increasingly provided 
for the youth of the Church. Bible 
classes are multiplying, and can never 
muitiply. too .much; while Sabbath 
Schools. one of the happiest inventions 
of the age, are every where extending 
their benign eflects both on the teachers 
and the 1 taught. New-York covtains 
nearly eighty of these schools, and edu- 
cates about nine thousand scholars; 
Philadelphia about fourteen thousand, 
Baltimore about eight thousand, and 
other cities in proportion. Nor can we 


furbear to mention, that within one of 


our Presbyteries the opportunity for the 
reception ot religious instruction, aflord- 
ed by these little nurseries of truth, has 
been embraced by many members oi the 
Romish communion, who were prohib- 


ited from entering a Protestant place of 


worsiip. 

‘That spirit of multiform benevolence 
which so eminently marks the present 
era throughout Christendom has, of late, 
addressed its compassionate regard to 
the condition of our seamen. Not only 
have ‘Tracis and Bibles been distributed 
in numbers among our shipping, but 
places of worsiip have been opened in 
our Atlantic cities expressly for the use 
of sailors and their families. The re- 
sult has been gratifying beyond the most 
senguine hope. Not only have that too 
long aeglected class of men shewn them- 
selves sensible of this mark of Christian 
remembrance, and willing to attend on 
public ordinances (a privilege from 
which they thought themselves in a great 
measure excluded by their dress and ap- 
pearance,) but they have listened with 
deep earnesiness to the word preached 
to them; tears have flowed over their 
hardy cheeks, and hearts which no hard- 
ships could move, nor storms appal, 
have been broken and melted under the 
Gospel’s gentle voice. The gratitude 
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and affection they manifest toward their 
religious teachers, and the solici:uce 
they evince for farther instruction, and 
an interest in the prayers of Christian 
people, are truly affecting, and pun- 
gently rebuke the luke-warnmness and 
apathy of those better tanght and more 
highly favoured. The effect upon their 
moral habits is immediate and striking, 
and has drawn expressions of the utmost 
astonishment from their former employ- 
ers. The Assembly would suggest 
whether these men might not be made 
of essential use in the diffusion of the 
Scriptures, and the furtherance of the 
Missionary cause. 
The Missionary spirit is another dis- 

tinguishing characteristic of the age. 
Dissolving the worst rigours of secta- 
rian bigotry, the spirit of missions, 
which is emphatically the spirit of 
heaven, has directed towards the miseries 
of perishing millions, that zeal which 
had been worse than wasting itself tn 
contests between the members of Christ. 
The Assembly witnessed with exulta- 
tion the triumph of this spirit in the for- 
mation, three years since, of the United 
Foreign Missionary Society; and they 
now rejoice in being able to state, that 
the exertions of that Society, have, at 
length. produced a mission which, from 
the marked circumstances of Providence 
in preparing its way, the spirit of devo- 
ted zeal which distinguishes its members, 
and the abundant prayers and offerings 
of God's people which have thus far ac- 
companied its steps, bids fair for accom- 
plishing the greatest and the happiest 
elects. A mission family consisting of 
seventeen adults and four children, and 
centaining two ordained ministers, a 
physician, and a number of pious per 
osns acquamted with agriculture and the 
mechanic arts, have taken their depar- 
ture for the Arkansaw River, with the 
design of forming a permanent mission- 
ary establishment among the Osage tribe 
of Indians. The Chiefs of the tribe ap- 
prove and invite the mission, and the 
paternix] smiles of our general Govern- 
ment have encouraged a design so di- 
rectly calculated to promote their civili- 
zation and moral improvement. 
But while regarding on one hand the 
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much injured Aborigines of our own 
land the Church has not been unmind- 
ful, on the other, of a race among us 
who have a claim no less imperious to 
our compassion and our prayers. ‘The 
Colonization Society have at length en- 
joyed the long wished for gratification of 
seeing a ship ‘depart from the American 
coast, bearing to Africa a company of 
her descendants, enlightened aad tree, 
and destined, as they hope, to provide 
upon her benighted shores, a sanctuary 
both for liberty and truth. ‘Phe ship 
was sent out by government and accom- 
panied by an armed vessel for her pro- 
tection. She has safely reached Sierra 
Leone, on her way to Sherbro, which is 
contemplated as the site of the proposed 
colony. The Assembly, while contem- 
plating these efforts abroad, thi:k it right 
to add, the condition of slaves in several 
districts of our own country, is not with- 
out circumstances which im some meas- 
ure relieve the picture of their general 
condition. Their religious educationis, 
in some caseS, assidiiously attended to; 
they worship in the families of Christian. 
masiers; and nunbeis of them give the 
clearest evidence of being Christians 
themselves. Some of our Southern 
Churches contain in their communion, 
some three, and some four hundred 
slaves. 

The course of Domestic missions con- 
tinues to receive that assiduous atientior 
which its importance to our country so 
imperiously demands.— The settlements 
On our extended frontier, and the desti- 
tute parts of our country in general, 
have received a large amount of mission- 
ary labour. Yet it is with equal pain 
and surprise the Assembly are compel- 
led to state, that although the field for 
sich labour has, during the year, been 
widely extended, the funds of the Board, 
instead of a proportionate increase, have 
experienced an alarming declension— 
insomuch that a less amount by one fifth 
of missionary service must be distributed 
this year than was the last. ‘They regret 
that the plan proposed by the last As- 
sembly for the formation of societies 
auxiliary to the Board has operated ina 
manner very different from’ what was 
contemplated ; and they earnestly exhort 
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«the Presbyteries which have taken this 


auxiliary form to use their most assidu- 


ous efforts that the collections fur the 


general fund of the Board shail not be 
impaired by that arrangement. 
( To be concluded. ) 


REVIVALS OF RENIGION., 


We have had occasion to mention, very fre- 
quently of late, the numerous evivals of reli 
zion which appear to be multiplyi:g arouad 
us hese are in truth, good tidings of great 


joy. Weare glad to proclaim such tidings ; 


and, at the same time, we are aware that some 
who we hope are good men, have embraced 
tirong prejudices avainst revivals generally. 


> Others have go.-e +o far as to ridicule and apen- 


ly oppose thetn, and to attribute the most 
powerlul operations of the Holy Spirit, to 


nothing but enthusiasm and delusion. We 


pity those who have never seen or (elt a revi 
val of religion: and we pity still more those 
who have witnessed a revival with indiifer 
ence, or have telt nothing bat opposition in 
their hearts. Let them take heed lest haply 
thev be found fighting against God. 

In all revivals there is doubtless more or 
less excitement from sympathy and the great 


“ness of the change experienced by those who 


are suddenly brought out of a state of darkness 


sand despair mnto God’s marvellous Light — 
‘When revilers themselves are brouchi to feel 
this change, which is often the case, they 


would as readily assert that the lizht which 
shone aronnd St Paul when he fell to the 


‘earth was mere excitement; or that the Holy 
#ihost who caused the three thousand onthe 


day of Pentecost to ery out, “ what shall b do 
*o be saved,” was nothing but enthusiasm 


“YS bat some in all revivals are self deceived and 
‘rieceive others, we do not doult ; but that a 
‘greater proportion of those who are brought 


into the fold in such revivals if they have 


proper instruction, prove to be hypocrites 
than are fourd among other professors, we 


-have our doubts. By their fraits ye sha'l 
-know them Hiow often do we see the 


moral complexion of a whole community 
changed by a Revival of! religion How 
often are societies buill op, peace and harmo- 
ny restored among quarrelling neichhours, 
the vicious reclaimed trom a life of sin to a life 
«f€ho-liness, aid the curse of having the in- 
of the fathers visited upoa the chil- 
dand fourth veneration, ex- 
merey which is promised 
of them that love me and 
nents ”’ 


iqniftes 
deen unto the thir 
chanred for that 
«unto thonsands 
M y ’ a 
ee igual a Revival of Religion has 
eammenceid in Mendham, N J. in the congre- 
gation of Rev Mr Cox There are about 59 


hopefu! subjects of the work. 


Revivals of Religion. 


eur relative situation. 


[June 





A NARRATIVE OF THE LATE. REVIVAL 
GF LELIGION IN BALLSTON, N. we 


Communicated for ihe Religious Intelligencerr 
by Kev. Reuren Smirn, 

In behalf of our readers, we would tender 
our gratetul acknowledgments for all such ac- 
couuts. There ts nothing read with more in. 
terest, and perbaps nothing is better calculated 
to promote Revivals in other places, to en- 
liven Christians and to silence Infidelity 
We hope ministers, who have been blessed 
with such refreshings trom the Lord, will, in 
this way, tell to distant Christians what the 
Lord hath done for them aad theirs. Through 
the medium of the Religious Intelligencer, 
many thousand can participate in their joys, 
many destitute congregalions in our new set- 
thements be turnished witha rich entertain- 
ment fora Sabbath Meeting, and good news of 
the prosperity of Zion will be conveyed todis- 
tant regions. 

Ballston lies directly west of Mal- 
ta and Stillwater, about twelve miles 
from the last and adjoining the former. 
It is southeast from Galway, north- 
east from Amsterdam, and north oi 
Schenectady ; thus occupying a position 
nearly central in this large field of the 
Spirit’s effusions.* ‘The revival com- 
menced among us in the order of our 
geographical relation to the places just 
mentioned. We had heard of the work 
in Stillwater for some months : tn the 
latter part of autum we witnessed some- 
thing of its pregress in Malta, and with 
the commencement of winter ‘felt it a- 


mong ourselves. 


It was on the 12th day of December, 
that four or five members of the church, 
being together after one ef our evening ex- 
ercises in a private house, felt, in an unu- 
sual degree, the necessity of a revival of 
religion both in their own hearts and 
through the church and congregation : 
and they solemnly covenanted together, 
to observe a special concert in secret 
prayer for this object, at a particular 
hour of the day. 

‘This was the first visible movement 
among Christians: but could we look 
further into the secret instrumentality 


* The following narrative was originally in” 
tended to appear in connexion with partien 
lar narratives of the same great work in the 
townsabove mentianed ‘This plan was pro 
posed by a person extensively acquainted 
wit the whole work; and it was deemed prop 
er in commencing this, to give some idea o! 
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made use of by the Great Head of the 
Church in these operations; we might, 
pe rhaps, trace their origin to more re- 
mote and jess ostensible causes. — It 
ought to be said, for the encouragement 
of others, that there had. existed in this 
place for several years, a small female 
praying society, who had made it an ar- 
ticle in their constitution, “never, while 
the society lasted, to cease praying for 
a revival of religion. 

‘She session of the church were next 
excited: on the cay appointed by our 
state authority to be observed as a day 
of ‘Thanksgiving g, afier attending on the 
public services, ‘the *y held a special con- 
ference among themselves. They en- 
quired into each other’s official faithful- 
ness, the state of experimental religion 
jn their own hearts, and compared their 
views and feelings in relation to the state 
of our church and society. Much ten- 
derness of feeling was manifested in this 
meeting of the session, and it was agreed 
before they separated to call a special 
meeting of all the members of the church 
for a similar object. ‘This meeting was 
held on the first Monday of January, and 
was a solemn and melting season. After 
spending some time in the usual exer- 
cises, (it being the season of the month- 
ly concert) several exhortations were 
given; and we then began a free con- 
versation with all the members of the 
church, on the state of their personal 
experience, as well as their views in re- 
lation to our religious prospects Al- 
most all were foural to be either indulg- 
ing a strong confidence in prayer for 
God's special blessing upon us, or 
mourning, to an unusual degree, their 
darkness, coldness, and backslidings. 
Some of our most devoted and circum- 
spect professors were wholly without 
the light of God’s countenance, and 
panting after it, “as the hart panteth af- 
ter the water- brooks.” 

The excitement among professors of 
religion was now general, and our hopes 
in Ged’s designs of mercy towards the 
society rose in proportion : nor did we 
wait long for our expectations to be re- 
alized. AtaSaturday evening’s prayer- 
meeting, held on the 6th of January, the 
first decided appearances of impressions 
made on the minds of the impenitent 


were manifested. F ve or six younr 
persons appeared remarkably aflected, 
and, in conversation had with them af- 
ter the close of the meeting, discovered 
a vivid apprehension of their sinfulness 
pnd danger, and a strong determination 
to seek favour with God. Mos: of these 
subjects have since given hopeful evi- 
dence of having * passed from death un- 
to life.” 

Our first meeting for persons in a 
state of concern for their souls, was ap- 
pointed within a few days after this: 
and though it was distine tly made known 
that the meeting was to be for such only, 
we found, to our surprise, not less than 
60 persons in the rcom. A part of 
these, however, had assemb!ed from an- 
other society. Here was a scene novel 
to many of us, and interesting beyond 
expression. We saw one whole mass 
of rational beings, bowed down with the 
same awlul sense of guilt and condemna- 
tion, some to suclra degree as not to be 

able to rise from their seats, bewailing 
their case with bitter weeping, and ask- 
ing, with one voice,.the directions and 
prayers of Christians. *. 

It may be proper to remark here, 
that meetings of this kind, cailed anxious 
meetings by us, have usuatly been con- 
ducted with very little formality. We 
do not usually either read or exhort; 
but converse, in a low voice, with each 
individual, keeping the room as sileut 
as possible, and couclude by praying tor 
the souls in distress. Occasional meet- 
ings of this kind have been found highly 
profitable. 

After this, instances of conviction be- 
came numerous; we heard of them 
daily, and in every part of the town. It 
was this week also that the first instan- 
ces of hopeful conversion occurred in 
two young persons, who found deliver- 
ance and comfort. Almost every one 
now became convinced that a work of 
special revival was beginning to be ex- 
perienced: the church were fired, and 
the session, dividing the society into dis- 
tricts, resolved ona general religious vis- ‘ 
it in all its families. ‘Uhis important 
undertaking they were enabled to carry 
into effect, and found it highly encourag- 
ing. lt seemed as if many persons, of 
whose religious seriousness we might 
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otherwise have remained ignorant, were, 
39 to speak, predisposed to solemn im- 
pressions, and needed only to be touched 
by personal conversation to cause the 
notes of penitence to flow freely. 

All the usual means of furthering a 
revival of religion were now employed. 
Besides the exercises of the Sabbath aud 
other sermons and lectures from the pas- 
tor, we had conference mectings, prayer 
meetings, and anxious meeting Ss, SO as 
to occupy every evening of the » — 
and frequently several in the same 
evening at diflerent places. The peo 
ple seemed never weary of attending 
mu evings wherever ap pointed. Phe 
multitude weuld flock, during all the in- 
clemencics of the season, to thie pla- 
ees of worship, and listen, when assem- 
raion !, with that deep and silent solemni- 

thea; 1a room crowded to overflew- 
in: r, you migb. have heard the beatiag 
ofa watch. ‘The stillness and order ap- 
peared 6n many occasions really myste: 
ixions : you felt that you was no longer 
among material obj ‘cts——it was eternity 
-—it was sublimely a pers } Strangers, 
wlio were occasional! iy in these meetings, 
‘have expressed and seemed to feel some- 
‘what such a sentiment at that of Eli- 
ephaz the Temanite when “a spirit pass- 

-ed before his face,” and the voice of a 
pa rsaghay visitant challenged © mortal 
nar” toa comparison with his Maker. 

{t has been in moments of silent and 


“awful solemnity like these, we think, that 


the greatest number of spiritual convic- 
tiens have been miade. W e have known 
tle sacred influence seem to descend at 
a particular moment, and numbers have 
been afterwards hopefully converted, 
wha dated their first impressions from 
these simultaneous effusions. 

These things, notwithstanding, it will 
he a mistake to suppose that any thing 
like enthusiasm has made its appear- 
ance in this work. No visions, or su- 
pernatural impressions have ever been 
imagined, No efforts were made to ex- 
cite the noise of passion, but rather to 
repress it. Convictions have usually 
been rational convictions. Plain and 
consrience-exciting truths ave what have 
Seen principally aimed at in preaching, 
mad these top Lave been most obviously 


and signally blessed. All who have 
borae a part in the active duties of this 
revival, have been forcibly convinced, 
that pointed, plain, and, for the most 
part, practical truths, were those best 


calculated to awaken convictions in the 


carnal heart. Much has been insisted 
on the stubbornness of the will, the sin- 
ner’s guilt, and his need of divine assist- 
ance to save him from self-destruction. 
These, however, have been only genera! 
principles. Instances of convietion, and 
couversion have taken place in modes 
and circumstances altogether aside from 
human calculation. More than once 
have human wisdom and foresight been 

bafiled, and the management taken en- 
tirely into the hands of the Almighty. 
‘Phe church has been taught to believe, 
and it is hoped sweetly to acquiesce in 
this lesson, that the best way to-carry 


on God's work in a revival of religion, 


is fo keepin the dust, and let himecarry 
vt on himself. ‘This maxim does by no 
means preclude the instrumentality of 
Christians in such a work; but, it will 
teach them, at sucli a season, that the 
priucipal duties, especially in cases of 
uahappy collision among different de- 
nominations, are the duties of prayer, 
patience, and forbearance ; and that 
while these are falsify observed, God 
will never fail te give all desirable pros- 
perity. 
On Feb. 21st, we held our commun- 
ion; preceded on the saturday previous, 
y a season of solemn fasting and prayer. 
It was, for us, a great day. Fifty-nine 
were added to the church on examina- 
tion in the midst of an immense crowd 
of solemn spectators; not less, it was 
thought, than two thousand ; after which 
between four and five hundred commu- 
nicants sat down at the Lord’s table. 
‘The; week following, the revival seemed 
to have increased ; husbands and wives, 
who had been separated at the commun- 
ion table were trembling; our even- 
ing meetings were thronged, and not- 
withstanding the inclemency of the 
weather, many who could not. obtain 
admission to the room have been seen 
to raise the windows, and stand at them 
during the evening in the snow, rather 
than forego the privilege of hearing the 
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word ef God. Often on witnessing these 
animating spectacles, has the scriptur- 
al representation occurred to the mind, 


associated perhaps by the similarity of 


expression, if not of sentiment, “ ‘These, 
whence came they; who are t! rese that 
fy as a cloud, a ‘d as doves to their 
windows ?” ‘The house of God was e- 
gually crowded and solemn on the Sab- 
bath; even the Intermission seasons 
were usefully spent in religious exercises; 
and we were under the necessity of en- 
larging our accommodations in seats to 
provide for the crowds of anxious wor- 
shippers. From this season the revival 
might be considered as at its height, and 
as it was observed at the time, that for 
three certainly, and perhaps. four weeks 
there was not one day, in which we did 
not hear of some one person, and often 
of two or three, who were made for the 
first time to rejoice in hope. All our 
usual meetings continued; and at. the 
end of six weeks from the former, we 
again enjoyed our season of sacrament- 
al communion. Fifty-seven communi- 
cants were now added on examination, 
and the season was, if possible, more 
solemn than before. 

T'wo. additional circumstanees may 
be mentioned as remarkable in the his- 
tory of this revival. It has prevailed 
to an unusual degree among persons ad- 
vanced in life, and it has been singutar- 
ly destructive to doctrinal errors The 
doctrines of Socinianism, and that of U- 
niversal Salvation are to be understood 
as particularly included in the last re- 
mark. Sociniinism has not been other- 
wise attacked than by simply preaching 
the truth; and Universalism has not 
been attacked at all. It seemed as the 
Spirit of God itself, by its silent influen- 
ees, has blighted it. Many professed 
believers in this doctrine have been 
hopefully converted, and it is not known 
that more than two or thtee, at mosi, re- 
main in this whole religon. 

Lhe excitement might be considered 
as continuing until the second Sabbath 
of May, the time of our third communion 
from its commencement. Since the 
former, most of our outward ex: rtions 
have been kept up. ‘The session undec- 
took a second visit through the congre- 
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gation, and weekly mectings were regu- 
larly attended. but the epening of the 
spring brought a bad state of the roads, 
the evenings became short, and the busy 
season of ie rivlit 
be expected, unfavourably to the exten- 
sion of the revival. Some other appa- 
rent causes it might be instructive to 
mention. ‘The Church in this place is 
situated, as many other churches are, 
in the midst of denominations 
of Christians. It was not to be expeci- 
ed that unhappy collisions with these 
could for a long time be avoided, thoug th 
it wus distinctly tureseen, that any thing 
like controversy w ould prove fatal to the 
progress of the revival. With this be- 
hief, it was early determined and an- 
nounced that we would not, any con- 
sideration whatever, suller ourselves to 
be drawn intosuch a collision. 4t isna- 
tural for us to say we think we have ob- 
served this resolution, and to wish it 
had been equally attended to by others. 
But we wish to throw a veil over this 
part of our subject; and have mention- 
ed thus much only in the hope that our _ 
experience may prove profitable to oth-,” 
ers. 

The particular excitement is now evi- 
dently on the declive. At our third 
communion 26 were added on examina- 
tion, making the whole number, within 
about three months, 142. 

On the whole, no people, perhaps, 
have ever had greater occasion of grati- 
tude to Almighty God for spiritual mer- 
eles. Our church is enlarged, we be- 
lieve, in part, at least, of such “as shalk 
be saved.” Our bounds aie extended, 
our strength increased, the moral and 
religious state of many parts of the so- 
ciety evidently improved. Our rising 
generation, in particular present an ex- 
hilerating spectacle. Our galleries are 
no longer filled with lisiless aud frivolous 
triflers, but with a majority of devout 
and humble worshippers; and in a 
meeting appointed exclusively for this 
interesting class of comimunity, you may 
sometimes lace as many hundred 
smiling youth at once mingling sweet 
and harmonious voices in the elevated 
praises of their Redeemer. For all 
these mercies our hearts should swell with 
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gratitude, and our hands be very active 
jn the service of their Sovereign Author. 
We dare not promise much, however, 
and we know that we shall often lack 
wisdom rightly to manage those dificult 
duties, which so extensive a charge will 
devolve upon us Bat whatever our 
trials may be, they will not diminish 
our obligation, and under whatever dis- 
appomiments we may hereafter grieve, 
it will still be true, and we trust ever to 
vel clisposed to acknowledge it, “ The 
Lord hath doue great things for us, 
whereof we are glad. 
REUBEN SMITI 

Billston, May 16, 1820 

REVIVAL IN HAMILTON COLLEGE. 

A week or two since, we published a 
short extract of a letter from Cliaton, N. 
Y. which mentioned that a considerable 
revival prevailed in that Village, but 
stated toat it had hitherto but slightly 
affected the College,—we now have the 
gratincation of iaforming our readers, 
that we have just le arned from unques- 
tionable authority, that a powerful work 
of grace is carrying on in that flourish- 
ing seminary. Numbers are turning 
from sin into holiness, and rejoicing in 
the liberty of Christ our Lord.—id- 
divdurry fienortes. 

SABBATI SCHOWLS. 

It appears from the last Report of the 

New-} rork Sunday School Union for the 

year ending May 1820, that the most 
pleasing zeal and harmony continued to 
prev ailon the part of teac hers, and there 
is not believed to be any abatement of 
diligence and punctuality on the part of 
their pupils. 

"Phe present number of schools is 36, 
conducted on much the same plan as be- 
fore, but daily becoming more useful, 
from: the increased experience of those 
who have the management of them; it 
being nouncemmon circumstance to find, 
ia almost all, some of the same teachers 
withwhom their establishment originated. 

About 3,500 learners are enrolled on 
the registers of these schools, but, from 
a variety of uncontrollable cireumstan- 
ces, the average attendance cannot be 
brought to exceed 1,j0U, ‘The wiovie 


Schoois. [ June 


number, owever derive the benefit of at 
least occasional msiruction, and of be- 
ing conduct:d to the places of public 
worship to which the schools are attach- 
ed, and their conduct, while there, care- 
fully superintended by some of their 
teachers. 

These schools consist of almost. all 
the various denominations of Christians. 
There are 4 Duich heeformed, 8 Presby- 
teriau, 5 Episcopalian, 1 Moravian, 6 
Methodist, & Associate Reformed, 8 
Baptist and 3 Independent; eaca pursu- 
ing its Christian labours at peace within 
itself, and wita feelings of good will to 
ail who are engaged in the same cause. 

‘The course of instruction continues 
to be the same as that hitheito pursued ; 
the word of God constituting the founda- 
tion on which the whole system is con- 
structed, and the excitement of the minds 
of the pupils to a suitable regard for its 
spirit a’ d precepts, the grand ebject al- 
ways kept in view. ‘io this end, great 
encouragement is afiorded to the learn- 
ers, to impress on their memories the 
contents of the sacred volume, and suita- 
ble explanations communicated, with a 
trust at least at some future time, they 
nity be blessed by the iloly Spirit, to 
their immortal good. 

The attention bestowed on this sub- 
ject, may be best estimated from the tact 
that, ia many schools, individuals of 10 
or 12 years of age have committed to 
memory, in a single quarter, fiom S00 


to 1,350 verses; and an amount of 


13,559 verses have been recited in one 
school, during the past year. In anoth- 
er instance a boy of 7 years has recited 
1,003 verses in § weeks, and a boy of 11 
years, 400 verses in © weeks. 

‘Lhe result, as might be expected, 
manifests itself in the moral and reli- 
gious Improvemeut of the pupils, aud in 
Se ip the sacred volume more familiar 

to the many families to which the indi- 
viduals belong. 

‘To many of the schools, libraries have 
been attached, created by the contribu- 
tions of the teachers and the congrega- 
tions, to which their pupils have access, 
on prescribed conditions, and whi h 
are represented to have a very happy el- 
fect, in stimulating them to the perform- 
ai.’ * their various duties. 
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Much benefit is also ascribed to the 
weekly meetings for social worship, 


which are established among the teacli- 


ers, and, in some instances, 
teachers and scholars togetier. 

The Committee cannot refrain from 

presenting to the society the encouraging 
fact that several persons who have been 
indebted to the Sunday Schools of this 
city for the most valuable parts of their 
education, and in a few instances for the 
whole, have already made sufficient pro- 
vress to assume the province of teachers, 
and animated by the constant and grate- 
ful reccollection of their own obligations 
io these establishments, are the more 
unweatied and assiduous in repaying to 
vihers the debt contracted by themselves. 

A monthly meeting of superinten- 
deats and teachers, with a view to the 
intercommunication of useful  jntelli- 
gence, and interchange of sentiments on 
subjects touching the general interests, 
continues to be attended with good results. 

We would not omit tosacknowledge 
the obligations of the society to the Visit- 
ing Commit:ee, believing that their 
friendly and jadicious inspection of the 
schools, on each returning Sabbath, has 
tended much to strengthen the hands 
and cheer the spirit of those engaged in 
the self-denying task of tuition; and we 
are supported in this opinion, by the re- 
peated declarations of the conductors of 
our schoo!s to that effect. 

The attachment formed to Sunday 
Schools, by the regular attendents, has 
been strongly illustrated during the past 
vear in several instances, when a due re- 
card to order, and considerations fer 
ihe welfare of the whole, have compel- 
led the public explusion of some individ- 
uals, upon whom reproof and forbear- 
unce has been in vain exhausted. I[nal- 
most every instance, the delinquent has 
_ been constrained, after a short absence, 
to return, contrite and humble, and, on 
readmission, is reported te have evidenc- 
ed decided amendment.” 
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BIBLICAL SOCIETY OF NEW-IIAVEN. 


Animated by the happy influence of Sab. 
bath Schools on the minds of youth, and by a 
desire, we trust, to acquire that knowledve 
whieh is able to make us wise unto salvation, 


Bible Society of New-Haven. 






























































51 
a gvod number of the young ladies and gentle- 
men of tuis city have associated under the a- 
Love title. We are happy to state, hat al- 
though the plan has but just conmenced, 
there are probably nearly twe Lundred, a 
mo#g Whom are some youngerly married peo- 
ple, who havealready commenced their les- 
sous. ‘Those oi the first respectabiliy among 
us, are nol’ashamed or afraid to be taught trom 
the words of Hiin who spake as never man 
spakes and we have no doubt they will ac- 
quire ina short time, ii they persevere in this 
plan of committhizg to memory, @ more cor- 
rect kuowledge of the Seriptures aud its docs 
trines, than they weuld probably othe: wise 
acquire in the.r whole lives, 

For the example and guidance of others, we 
publish the Articles ot Association. 

Art. 1 This Suciety shall be called the 
Biblical Society of New-Haven 

Art 2 ‘ihe ol ject of this Scciety shall be 
to xequire a Knowledge of the Scriptures 

Arr 3, Lhe Society shali be composed of 
young persons over the age of ourteen years. 

Art 4. The members shall appoint a Su- 
perintendant or Superintendants, who shall 
direct in all meetings of the Society, and hear 
the recilations, or designate persons to bear 
them 

Art.5. The meetings of the Society shall 
be held at such time and place as shall be a- 
greed upon by the Members. 

Art. 5. Each Member shall attend every 
meeting of the Society, unless especially pre- - 
vented, and repeat some portion of the Sacred 
Scriptures, previously committed to memory, 
or recite from some approved catechism, vr 
Look of seriplure questions. 

Antr.7 During the meetings of the Socie- 
ty, each member shall observe attention and 
silence. 

Axr.8 No person known to be profane, 
and continuing so, shall be considered a mem- 
bir of this Society. 

Arr 9. Every meeting shall be opened or 
closed, with singing, or prayer. 

Arr 10. This Constitution may be altered 
vy a majority of the Members 

PRESENT REGULATIONS. 

The meetings of the Society are held every 
Monday evening, at the Conference-room in 
Orange street, commencing precisely al bLalf 
past seven o'clock. 

‘The members recite to each other about 10 
verses of Scripture, and as many answers 
from Perkins’ Catechism as have been previ- 
ously designated by the Superintendant», 

For the accommodation of those who can- 
not meet so conveniently on Monday evening, 
a meeting is also held on the Sabbath, one 
o’clock, P.M at the North Meeting house ; and 
the members recite to each other the same 
number of verses from the Scriptures. 

Alter the recitations, such explanations 6: 
remarks are made in connection with the les. 
son, by the Superintendants, (among whom 
tre the ministers of the two congregational 
societies,) as they think proper, 












32 Benevolent Donations—Ainccdote. 


BENEVOLENT DONATIONS. 

We have had orrasion heretofore to notice 
several generous Donations from some henev- 
olent societies in Rowan Co N,C . We are 
happy to see that ther are not weary in well- 
doing By a remittance from J. Anprews, 
Esq. the Editor has again been made the Al- 
moner of the following sums : 

Thirty five dotlars from “The Donation 
Society of Back Creek, Auxiliary to the Amer- 
ican Board of Foreign Missions,” to aid the 
funds of the Beard 

Ten Dollars from “ The F.dueaticn Society 
of Back Creek to aid the funds of the Ameri- 
can Education Society ;"" and twenty dollars 
mresented ty the Female Tract Society of 
Back Creek end Third Creek, to constitute 
their Pastor, the Rev Jo-eph D. Kilpatrick, a 
member for ltfe of the Aimerican Education 
Society ; which sum, when presented, was 
accompanied with the following note :— 

“ Rev. and dear Pastor,—W bile the friends 
of Zion, aimost all over the world, are enga- 
ved inagreat variety of ways, in promoting the 
advancewent of the Redeemer’s kingdom, we 
fee! our hearts disposed to fend our aid, though 
feeble, in suppert of that cause for which we 
have unfailing avsurance that “the gates of 
Hell shall not prevail against it” And al- 
though our pecuniary circumstances may not 
permit us to equal wany of the virtuous and 
liberal examples that have been set us by onr 
kindred associations ; and thongh it may be 
possible that we do not fee! al! that anxiety for 
the salvation of aperishing world that a more 
narticular knowledge of the greatness of the 
harvest and the fewness of the labourers 
mizht excite + yet we flatter ourse!ves that, ac- 
cording to our means of information, oar 
heart’s desire would be not to be behind the 
verv chiefest of our sister societies in © com 
ing up to the help of the Lord against the 
tnighty ’ 

« With this hasty and imperfect note, we 
tender to vou the enclosed sum of Twenty dol- 
lars, to constitute you a member%ior life of the 
American Education Society : hoping thereby 
to aid in accelerating the increase of that 
knowledge that we rejoice to hear and believe 
shall presently * cover the earth as the waters 
cover the seas.” And while we expect you to 
be parted from us for a season*—while you go 
to carry to other sinners the news of salvation 
by the eross-—while you go to feed the sheep 
and the lambs of Christ's flock, literally scat- 
tered upon the muuntains; we pledge our- 
selves to meet you by day and by night. at 
the feet of that gracious Redeemer, whose 
prerogative it is to open the eyes of the blind, 
io unstop the ears of the deaf, to make the 
lame to leap as an bart, and ihe tongue of the 





“ The above present was made at the close 
of asacramental occasion when Mr. K was 
so much eugaged in a variety of necessary 
business as to prevent any other than a verbal 
repiy, which was affectingly made; and he 
started next morning on a journey westward- 


ly. 
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cum) to sine; that he may, ina special manner, 
evidence to you and to the world, the fulg}- 
ment of that heart consoling promise. “ Lo} 
am with yeu even unto the end ef the world, 
Amen.” 

, ANECDOTE. ) 

. Men of infidel principles are some- 
times as ignotaut as they are impertin- 
ent. One of this sort was making 
himself merry in a large company at the 
expense of the Scviptures, and told his 
companions that he could prove the 
Prophet of the Christians (as he called 
Christ) mistaken.even upon the most 
common subjects. . After awaking the 
curiosity of the company, he thus grati- 
fied it. ‘ Christ says that old. bottles 
are not so strong as new (alluding to 
Matt. ix. 17 ;) and therefore if new wine 
is put into old bovtt/es, it will break them, 
Now don’t every body know that old 
glass is just as strong as new; for who 
ever heard that glass was the weaker for 
being old?” A clergymanin company, 
who had been the but of his wit, gentl 
reproved the ignorance and folly of this 
witling, by asking him if he understood 
Greek. “Greek, Str, no Sirs; but. 
what has Greek to do with it ? a bottle 
isa bottle, whether it be in Greek or 
English ;—Lvery body knows that an 
old bottle is just as good and as strong 
as anew one.” Not quite, Sir,” re- 
plied the other, “if they are made of 
leather or skins, as the fact was as to the 
bottles Christ speaks of, as the Greek 
name imports: and indeed in many 
countries, even to this day, people use 
skins by way of vessels to contain wiue.” 
On which side the laughter of the com. 
pany turned is not very difficult to con- 
ceive. We may here learn that the 
knowledge of the original languages in 
which the Scriptures are written is of no 
small utility te a Christian Minister. 





The Annnal Meeting of the General Asso- 
ciation of Connecticet, will be holden at the 
house of Rev. Salinon Cone. in Colchester, on 
the 3d Tuesday of June inst at 12 o'clock 
A M. 
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